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Empowering youth in Liberia with faith and education.

Dear Friends of the Mission, 
I hope you are doing well during this Holy Advent Season, which is the perfect time 

to reflect on the closing year. 2015 began with energy and enthusiasm. The Ebola 

Crisis had waned, we were able to restart school, and campus was in outstanding 

shape thanks to your support of many student-led renovation projects during our 

five-month quarantine!

In February, the mission named two new leaders: Mary Ann O’Driscoll, Mission 

Director, and Rufus Sayemie, Principal of St. Anthony Catholic School. God always 

sends who and what we need, just in time.

Mary Ann was a formidable woman with immense 

spiritual depth and a heart of service. Under her 

guidance and example, the students gave more than 

2,000 volunteer hours of service to the community and 

conquered numerous feats. Although our beloved Mary 

Ann went to her Lord in July, she has left an indelible 

mark on the people of Liberia, and the children find 

hope in her legacy.

Rufus Sayemie was the Assistant Principal before the 

Ebola Crisis, and his natural transition to Principal was 

affirmation of his expertise. Rufus was instrumental 

in running a program that raised students’ reading scores by 5 points. He has now 

started a program to improve vocabulary. We look forward to continued progress 

under Rufus’ leadership.

In August, the mission recruited 25 new children, ages 5-13. Some are Ebola orphans, 

some have both parents, but all are from desperately poor situations. Your support 
provides these young people with three meals per day—when many 
barely received one—a loving home, Catholic education and a vast farm 
to learn skills and steward nature.

With your support, we have been able to live our motto 

– God, Education, Work. Our gift back to you is love, 

appreciation, and prayer. We pray for you often. When 

students are spontaneously called to the prayers of the 

faithful, they always pray for their sponsors. You are 

loved here like you may never know. 

We wish you a very Merry Christmas. We will remember 

you in Holy Mass at Christmas and New Years, for it is in 

the Mass and at Holy Communion that we are one with 

you and Him, who is the source of our joy.

Pax Christi, 

Joe Sehnert, Liberia Mission Director 
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25 children joined Liberia Mission  

in August, and all 25 are waiting  

for a sponsor. 

As you wait in hope for  
the joyous birth of Christ, 
please remember these 25 
children who wait in hope  
for a sponsor. Could you be 
one of them?

Please consider sponsoring one  

of these children or gifting a 

sponsorship to a loved one during  

our 25 Days of Christmas appeal.   

We want each child to have a sponsor 

by Christmas Day, but we cannot  

do it without you!  

Your sponsorship provides a child 

with food, shelter, clean water, faith 

formation, and one of the best 

educations possible in Liberia.  

Sponsor now or make a donation 

at www.franciscanworks.org.  Type 

“25 Days” in the comments box.  

Contact lisa@franciscanworks.org or 

773.809.4008 for more information.
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Inspired by these sweet words of Jesus, Liberia Mission took 25 new 
children into its loving home in August.  For nearly a decade, we have not accepted 

this many children at one time in an effort to stabilize funds and care for children already under 

our roof.  But God has chosen this year to test our faith by entrusting us with these young souls.  

With grateful hearts, we introduce a few of these children below. 

www.franciscanworks.org

Join the global 
giving movement 

Dec. 1st, the  
Tuesday after  

Thanksgiving, by  
donating to  

Franciscan Works.  

GIVE FAITH, 

GIVE EDUCATION, 

GIVE TO  
LIBERIA MISSION!

Ask your company’s HR 

department if they participate  

in a Matching Gift Program.  

Some companies will match  

an employee’s charitable  

gift to a non-profit  

1 for 1, and sometimes  

2 for 1. 

JUST ASK…YOUR $50  

COULD BECOME $100  

FOR LIBERIA MISSION! 
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“Little Deborah is full of joy, smiles, happiness,  
always ready for a hug.” 

— FATHER DON HALPIN  
Franciscan Works Spiritual Advisor and recent volunteer

P I G G E R Y  U P D A T E

Let the Little Children 
Come to Me

Students continue learning in-depth business management 

and animal science in their Piggery micro-business. The 

Ebola Crisis put a halt to our sales, but the business made 

a booming comeback. Sales for the last year exceeded our 

goal of $15,000! Toward the end of summer, students built a 

butcher shop to enhance the standards of meat preparation 

and overall production. The shop will open December 1st, just 

in time for Christmas.

For $15 per month, you can sponsor the 
students’ Piggery at www.franciscanworks.org.

DEBORAH MEHN, 5 years old, Grade k-2. Deborah lost 
her mother and father to Ebola last year, just two weeks 
after her grandparents died of HIV/AIDS. She is our youngest 
orphan with big ambitions to become a medical doctor. 

 

DAVID KOLLIE, 10 years old, Grade 1. David’s father died in a motor vehicle 

accident last year. Now, his mother sells slippers to sustain the family. David 

enjoys math and wants to be a police officer when he grows up.

ANTOINETTE ALLISON, 13 years old, Grade 5. Antoinette’s mother died 

when she was six months old, and her father works as a security guard to 

support his two children.  Antoinette excels in science and hopes to be a medical 

doctor one day.

JAMES SHERMON, 9 years old, Grade k-1. James is one of seven siblings. 

However, they all live apart because their single mother, a local farmer, is unable 

to provide their basic needs. James enjoys math and hopes to become an 

electrical engineer. 

Please call (773) 809 4008 if you would like to sponsor a child today! You 
can sponsor a child any time at www.franciscanworks.org.

Fr. Sawyer blessed mission animals on 
the Feast of St. Francis, even the pigs!



The mission continues to make improvements on our little 
church, St. Michael the Archangel Chapel. Most recently, 
students have re-tiled the sanctuary floor and refurnished 
the main altar and back altar.  

The new main altar is a drastic improvement from the old dining hall table. Morris 

Gegee, a nearby artisan, carved the face of the altar from a single plank of Red 

Tetra wood. The carvings feature a traditional Liberian scene—a village setting 

with Jesus the Sacred Heart watching over children playing among thatched 

huts, forests, and wild animals.

Five crosses are etched on top of the altar to represent the five wounds of Jesus. 

A relic of St. Therese, patron of missions, was placed under a small silver image 

of Therese at the center of the altar. On the back wall of the sanctuary is a new 

crucifix, also carved by Morris from Red Tetra wood.

We thank all our benefactors who made this project possible. The students 

learned much about our faith during the process—as well as gaining skills in 

tile-laying, wood-carving and masonry.

Hope filled the air at our second 
annual Children of Hope benefit 
on October 8th, 2015 in Chicago.  
Hosted by Derrick Young, of CBS 
2 News Chicago, and featuring 
celebrated artist Samuel Akainyah, 
the benefit netted nearly $20,000 
dollars for the youth of Liberia Mission! 

These funds will help us send more than 40 students to Booker Washington 

Institute (BWI) and support critical needs at Liberia Mission. BWI is one of the 

best and most comprehensive vocational schools in Liberia because students 

have the opportunity to receive both a traditional 

university-bound high school education and a 

skills-based vocational education. This dual-learning 

program leads to jobs and a better quality of life 

for students and their families.  

Thank you to our event sponsors, attendees, and 

volunteers. We couldn’t have done it without you!

Over five years’ worth of visits, 

I have seen these young people 

grow from children to maturing 

adults. This fifth trip, I visited 

with 39 of our students at 

Booker Washington Institute 

(BWI). BWI is a very good 

school, especially in its thrust of 

vocational training—everything 

from carpentry and automotive, 

to cooking and baking.  When I 

asked among the students about 

their specialty, there was easy 

talk about classes in electrical 

engineering, in agriculture, 

carpentry, and so forth. Their 

faces depict confidence, 

happiness, and a maturity of self-

understanding and acceptance.

— Father Don Halpin, 
Franciscan Works  
Spiritual Advisor

A F T E R  T H E  M I S S I O N

A N  E V E N I N G  O F  H O P E
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Deacon Eddie 
Martin
Long-time donor,  
child sponsor, and 
mission volunteer

Bob Smithwick
Devoted sponsor  
and mission volunteer
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Liberia Mission’s school, St. Anthony of Padua, 
now has 407 students! It is really like no other school 

in the country—academics, sports, new science lab, computer 

lab, quizzing competitions, service to community, lively campus, 

and great facilities. Our new Afternoon Program offers classes in 

construction, carpentry, agriculture, and remedial studies. Most 

importantly, we have excellent teachers and students who are 

excited to learn. A Liberian priest once said, “Your school is a 

gem in the Catholic School System of Liberia”.

Help us keep St. Anthony’s the gem  
of Liberia’s schools! Donate today at  
www.franciscanworks.org.
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Your donation will  
empower children  
through education. 

Call 773.809.4008  
and give today!


